AFRICAN ACCREDITATION COOPERATION

GLOBAL ALIGNMENT AFRAC MRA

The signatories to the AFRAC MRA and their accredited conformity assessment

bodies are able to use the ILAC MRA and/or the IAF MLA Marks to show international

recognition papers.
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| ARRANGEMENT MEMBERS
Egyptian Accreditation Council (EGAC)
Ethiopian National Accreditation Office (ENAO)
Kenya Accreditation Service (KENAS)
Mauritius Accreditation Service (MAURITAS)
Southern African Development Community
Accreditation Service (SADCAS):
Angola, Botswana, Democratic Republic of Congo,
Lesotho, Madagascar, Malawi, Mozambique,
Namibia, Seychelles, Swaziland, United Republic
Of Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe)
South African, National Accreditation System (SANAS)

West African

Benin, Burkina Faso, Cote d'lvoire, Guinea Bissau, Mali, Niger,
Senegal, Togo

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
Ghana National Accreditation Service (GhANAS), Ghana

FULL MEMBERS

Nigeria National Accreditation Service (NiNAS)
Tunisia Accreditation Council (TUNAC)
Sudanese Accreditation Council (SDAC)

" ILAC Associate Members

ﬁ% i The N ands

g
U

Tunisia

Cote
d’lvoire
Liberia

Accreditation System (SOAC), UEMOA Region :

STAKEHOLDER MEMBERS

African Society for Laboratory Medicine (ASLM), Ethiopia
ECOWAS Regional Accreditation System (ECORAS), ECOWAS Region:

Benin, Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, Céte d'lvoire, The Gambia, Ghana, Guinea,

Guinea-Bissau, Liberia, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Togo)

Economic Community of West African States, (ECOWAS), ECOWAS Region

FHI 360, Kenya

Federal Centre of Quality and Safety Assurance for Grain and Grain Products (FSFI), Russia

Laboratoire de Sécurité Alimentaire et d’'Hygiéne de I'Environnement (LSAHE) / Institut Pasteur, Sénégal
Medical Laboratory Science Council of Nigeria (MLSCN)

Southern African Development Community Cooperation in Accreditation (SADCA), (SADC region: Mauritius, South Africa & SADCAS countries)

Standards Organisation of Nigeria (SON)

Union Internationale des Laboratoires Indépendants (UILI), The Netherlands
Africa Society for Blood Transfusion (AfSBT), South Africa

SDAC Regional Laboratory Association (SRLA), South Africa

East Central and Southern Africa Health Community (ECSA-HC), Tanzania
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AFRAC MRA Scopes Achievements of AFRAC Membership

Coverage

AFRAC is accepted as an IAF MLA member for the accreditation of conformity assessment bodies. Recognition of the

AFRAC MRA to the ILAC MRA is granted for the following accreditation programes:

The AFRAC Secretariat: Libertas Office Park, Cnr Libertas and

Highway Streets, Equestria, Pretoria, South Africa
Website: www.intra-afrac.com
Emaill: yolandav@sanas.co.za

INTRODUCTION TO AFRAC:

" The African Accreditation Cooperation (AFRAC) is a cooperation of accreditation
bodies (national and multi-economy), National Accreditation Focal Points (NAFP),
sub-regional accreditation cooperations and stakeholders whose objective Is to
provide internationally recognised and accepted accreditation support to industry

AFRAC MRA

AFRAC Arrangement Members are Accreditation

and to contribute to the protection of health and safety of the public and the pro-
tection of the environment, thereby facilitating trade and contributing to the im-
\ provement of Africa’s competitiveness within the global market.

Bodles appointed or recognised by the government of the African

Union Member State, legally established and operating in Africa that have been peer reviewed and declared to be
operating in accordance with the relevant accreditation standards, mandatory ILAC/IAF documents and the

requirements of AFRAC.

Arrangement Members are Accreditation Bodies who have been evaluated in accordance with AFRAC MOOI
"AFRAC policies and procedures for MRA among Accreditation Bodies", found to comply with the requirements and

admitted as a sighatory to the AFRAC MRA.

The Arrangement is a means by which the Signatories to the AFRAC MRA can recognise one another’s technical
compe-tence and confidence in the results of the accredited organisations falling within the Signatory’s recognised
scopes of the Arrangement. This MRA Is an effort to enhance the objective of free trade within Africa and building
up confidence among accreditation bodies in the region.

‘ IAF MLA Signatories

IAF Members not yet Signatories

FUNCTIONS OF
AFRAC

Fostering collaboration among accreditation bodies In
Africa and facilitating collaboration between Member
States having accreditation bodies and those without;

Creation and maintenance of a system for the recognition of
accreditation bodies in Africa within the framework of and
consistent with global MRA/MLA international requirements;

Coordination and facilitation of liaison with other regional and interna-
tional organizations concerned with accreditation such as International
Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC), the International Accredi-
tation Forum (lIAF), Inter American Accreditation Cooperation (IAAC),
Asia Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (APAC), Arab Accreditation Coop-
eration (ARAC) and European Accreditation (EA);

Representation of Africa in international accreditation and
other quality infrastructure fora;

Promotion and expansion of the recognition and acceptance
of the MRA in Africa internationally in both the voluntary and
regulatory areas; ;

Development of and managing training and technical assis-
tance programs for transferring expertise and technical infor-
mation, sharing of information and activities identified to assist
new or developing accreditation programs, among present
and potential members;

Harmonisation of accreditation practices within Africa in com-
pliance with international requirements;

Establishment of an information system such as a database
on accreditation bodies, Proficiency Testing (PT) schemes and
qgualified technical assessors, etc.; and

Finding ways to reduce costs incurred by African accredita-
tion bodies associated with obtaining and maintaining full
membership to ILAC/IAF, in particular pre-peer and peer eval-
uation processes.

THE PAQI

ROLE OF AFRAC WITHIN

The objectives of the African Accreditation Cooperation are the following:

® O support trade in Africa and enhance global market access by removing technical barriers

to trade, and In both the voluntary and regulatory areas;

goods and services; and

0 facilitate the recognition of conformity assessment certificates and reports worldwide;
'O Improve the competitiveness of African

To facilitate health and safety of the public and the environment.
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MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS
(1ISO/IEC 17021-1

For sub-scopes Quality Management
Systems (QMS), Occupational
Health & Safety Management

System, Food Safety Management

and Environmental Management

Systems (EMS)
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CALIBRATION (ISO/IEC 17025)

General requirements for the
competence of Testing and
Calibration laboratories
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TESTING (ISO/IEC 17025)

General requirements for the
competence of Testing and
Calibration laboratories
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INSPECTION (ISO/IEC 17020)

Requirements for the operation of
various types of bodies performing
Inspection

MEDICAL TESTING (ISO 15189)

Requirements for quality
and competence in Medical
Laboratories.
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